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Kerry’'s Mid-East speech will ‘ensure chaos lasts after Obama admin’ — Israeli minister

28/12/2016

The outgoing US secretary of state is to remark on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict on Wednesday. Israel’s security
minister called the intention “pathetic” and accused John Kerry of “trying to make chaos” that will last past his
tenure.

The US State Department announced on Tuesday night that Kerry will deliver remarks on the state of the Middle
East peace process and why America abstained during a UN Security Council vote on a resolution criticizing
Israel's construction of settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories.

Delivered less than a month before President Barack Obama steps down, the speech is expected to be the last
work from his administration on the decades-old conflict. After Kerry replaced Hillary Clinton as secretary of state in
2003, he made lIsraeli-Palestinian peace a priority and pushed for direct negotiations. However, they didn't last the
nine months they were expected to, collapsing in April 2014 without any tangible result. In June of that year, Israel
launched a 50-day military campaign in Gaza.

Read more ‘Just not true’: State Dept denies Israeli claims US was behind UN resolution
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Commenting on the upcoming speech, Israeli Public Security Minister Gilad Erdan said it was “pathetic to present
a [peace] plan at the last minute when [Kerry] hasn't managed in changing anything for his entire time in office.”

“It's unfortunate that the Obama Administration, that erred for years in the Middle East, is trying to make sure that
the chaos will last far past its tenure,” Erdan said late on Tuesday night, as cited by the Jerusalem Post.
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“Kerry's speech on parameters right before the end of his tenure will make sure that the Palestinians won't agree to
any sort of negotiations [with Israel] in the coming years and will [put] off chances of advancing peace.”

The spat comes days after the US abstained at a UN Security Council vote, allowing other members pass a
resolution criticizing Israel for the continued construction of settlements in occupied Palestinian territories.

Washington'’s failure to veto the draft, as it routinely did with other UNSC votes targeting Israel over the decades,
angered the Israeli government. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu accused the Obama administration of
orchestrating the passage of the damning resolution.

The US denied the accusation, saying there was “nothing pre-cooked” about it.
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