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According to Nasa, the asteroid 1566 Icarus will safely pass by the Earth at more than 21 lunar
distances, which is 21 times the distance between form the Earth to the moon.

The next time the rock is set to approach the Earth at this kind of close distance will not be until
2090, when it will skim past marginally closer at 17 lunar distances.

According to Slooh, the asteroid will be too dim to see through most domestic telescopes, but
the community observatory will be livestreaming the Icarus’s distant passing of the Earth using
its own robotic telescopes and cameras.

Icarus was one of the first near-Earth asteroids to be discovered when it was identified in 1949,
and it apparently makes close approaches to the Earth in the month of June every nine, 19 or
28 years.

Read more: 
How to spot asteroid Icarus and livestream the 'distant pass'
Asteroid set to narrowly miss us, will be visible from Earth
Asteroid that skimmed past Earth was pulling its own moon

In 1968 the asteroid came as close at 16 lunar distances, or four million miles. A year earlier,
‘Project Icarus’ had been conducted at MIT in which a group of systems engineering graduate
students were tasked with designing ways to deflect or destroy the asteroid should it ever be
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found to be on a collision course with Earth. 

 

Page 2 of 2


