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23/04/2015

Following one of the worst measles outbreaks in Sudan’s recent history, the Ministry of Health with support from
UNICEF, the Measles and Rubella Initiative (M&RI) and national partners, is launching a massive campaign to
immunize 7.9 million children aged six months to 15 years against this life-threatening disease.

Since the start of the outbreak at the end of 2014, there have been 1,730 confirmed cases, 3,175 suspected cases
and 22 fatalities.

West Darfur remains the worst affected state, with 441 confirmed cases and five deaths. Kassala has had 365
confirmed cases and five deaths, while in Red Sea state there have been 263 cases and four deaths.

The campaign, which launches today will initially target 28 affected localities in six of the highest risk states, before
expanding to other areas identified as being at risk of an outbreak. In total it will target 96 localities in 16 affected
and "at risk" states.

The immunization campaign will be a complex operation, however, as ongoing conflict in some areas of Sudan
could restrict humanitarian access.

There are children in conflict zones in the Kordofans, Blue Nile and Darfur who have not received routine
immunization since 2011. UNICEF has called on all parties to the fighting to facilitate humanitarian access so that
these children can be reached.

Children are most at risk of the disease - children who are malnourished are even more vulnerable. In Sudan, some
36 per cent of children are stunted and the country has one of the highest levels of malnutrition in Africa.

Of the total number of reported measles cases in Sudan, 69 per cent are below 15 years of age, including 52 per
cent under the age of five. For malnourished children measles can cause serious complications, including
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blindness, ear infections, pneumonia and severe diarrhoea. The measles virus is spread by respiratory
transmission and is highly contagious. Up to 90 per cent of people without immunity who are sharing a house with
an infected person will catch it.
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