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US President Donald Trump has canceled his planned trip to the World Economic
Forum in Davos, Switzerland, citing the ongoing impasse with congressional
Democrats that’s keeping parts of the US government closed for a third week.

Trump, who is visiting the US-Mexico border on Thursday, tweeted from Texas
that he will be “respectfully canceling” the Davos trip because of the “Democrats
intransigence on border security.”

@realDonaldTrump Because of the Democrats intransigence on Border Security
and the great importance of Safety for our Nation, I am respectfully cancelling my
very important trip to Davos, Switzerland for the World Economic Forum. My
warmest regards and apologies to the @WEF!

The Davos conference is scheduled to start on January 22, so Trump’s
announcement means the current government shutdown may continue to that
date and beyond.

The US government has been partially shut down for 20 days now, after Senate
Democrats refused to back a Republican-majority House bill that would allocate
$5.7 billion to building the border wall just before Christmas.
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Democrats took over the House on January 3, and have proposed several bills to
reopen the government, but have rejected any funding for the wall, ever, calling it 
“immoral.”

  Also on rt.com ‘Total waste of time’: Trump walks out of shutdown talks with
Democrats...

Trump walked out of a meeting with Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-
New York) and Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-California) on Wednesday,
calling it a “waste of time” because the Democrats were not willing to negotiate.

Some 800,000 federal workers will soon miss their expected paychecks, and each
side has accused the other of ignoring their needs and interests.  
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