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The migration of Center Americans, mainly toward the United States has won visibility thanks to the current
caravan crossing Mexico, but this is an old phenomenon. 

In 2017 the UN agency International Organization for Migration informed that 450 thousand migrants, mainly
Central Americans, cross Mexico yearly heading for the United States. This phenomenon boomed in the 80’s of
the last century as a consequence of Washington’s massive support to the armies and repressive forces of El
Salvador and Guatemala in their bloody war against the liberating movements in those countries which, next to
Honduras, were deeply affected. The war originated, mainly in El Salvador, a great flow of refugees, among them
thousands of young orphans. 

It was not the first, neither the last time when the North American imperialism intervened in Central American
countries. Since early in the XX century Washington sent several times marines to impose its wishes in that region
of our America. It’s well known the heroic deeds of Agusto Cesar Sandino and his “small crazy army” against the
Yankee military intervention early on the XX century in Nicaragua. 

Decades later, that country and the Sandinista Liberation Front government would suffer an implacable and bloody
aggression by Ronald Reagan’s government. An counterrevolutionary army organized and armed illegally by
United States was supplied by air from Honduras in a CIA operation, the Iran-Contras, implemented from there by
terrorists of Cuban origin. The airplanes came loaded with weapons from North American territory and returned
with drugs to that country. At the same time, that agency created the Death Squads which, causing serious human
rights violations, kept in line the Honduran revolutionaries. In 1989, George Bush father ordered the deadly
Panama invasion with a total of 3000 killed. 

In 2009, from the Military Base of Soto Cano, in Honduras, where the Bravo Task Force of the South Command of
the United States, this triggered the coup d’état against president Manuel Zelaya. That action is closely related to
the facts that have led to the massive migration of Central Americans. Zelaya entered ALBA and established a

Page 1 of 2



The U.S. and the Center American Exodus
Published on Cuba Si (http://www.cubasi.cu)

flowing cooperation relationship with Venezuela with Chavez in power. He was able to get OAS to lift the exclusion
of Cuba in a general assembly of that organization and he was attempting to organize a constituent assembly to
transfer to the Honduran people control over their national sovereignty as well as their natural resources. None of
this was tolerable for Washington that not only ordered the coup but did everything in its power to consolidate it.
Ever since every election in Honduras have been a fraud, including the one that elected the current president Juan
Orlando Hernández. Zelaya, allied to the Daniel Ortega's Nicaragua would have been an obstacle for the plans of
looting and territorial expansion through mining transnational and the so-called Special Economic Zones. 

The sparks of the current and unstoppable migratory movement was the stanch application in Central America of
the neoliberal politics designed by the so-called Washington Consent which has become more and more bloody
and unsustainable. The people of Latin America and the Caribbean are being subjected to a second conquest and
colonization, through transnational companies and the militarization displayed by the United States which includes
the presence of military bases in our countries. Satellites governments of the imperialism offer every possibility to
transnational companies in their expansion plans of accelerated use of natural resources and overexploitation of
the labor force. All of it through the spoiling of lands and waters from indigenous communities, afro descendants
and peasants, repressed, when they rebel, not only by the security bodies. Also, frequently, by the so-called
organized crime well-paid in return. Also the breaking of productive chains that has led to the deindustrialization
and loss of dozens of thousands of jobs. 

This neoliberal aggression to the previous ways of capitalist productive organization, dragging unemployment and
collapse of the social fabric is the main cause of the growing migration and forced exodus of millions of people
toward the United States. The unstoppable peak of criminal organizations and brutal violence against peoples and
communities makes it worse. The performance map is superimposed to that of the megaprojects of neoliberalism
3.0. 

It’s not in Caracas, it’s in Washington, where for some time now is looming the migratory tragedy of Center
America and Mexico.  
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