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A member of the 15-man team suspected in the disappearance of Saudi journalist Jamal
Khashoggi has died in an accident back in Saudi Arabia, according to Turkish media, prompting
suspicion of a cover up.
Read more  ‘Sawed while still alive’? Gruesome ‘taped’ details of Khashoggi’s alleged
murder cause media stir
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Meshal Saad al-Bostani, a 31-year-old lieutenant in the Saudi Royal Air Force, is believed to
have died in a 'suspicious car accident' in the Saudi capital Riyadh, sources told the Turkish
Yeni Safak - the one that earlier covered the shocking details of the murder.

A still taken from a Turkish police CCTV video, released by the Sabah newspaper, identified
Bostani as he passed through Istanbul's Ataturk airport on October 2.

He, along 14 other Saudi citizens allegedly arrived and left Turkey on the same day and are
alleged by Turkish police to have tortured and murdered Khashoggi after he entered the Saudi
consulate.

The unconfirmed death of Bostani has already prompted accusations on social media that a
cover up was underway by those who orchestrated Khashoggi's disappearance.
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            Still of released Turkish police CCTV footage of al Bostani entering Turkey on October 2
© Sabah Newspaper / AFP  

These fears have also been voiced in Turkish media, with Daily Hürriyet columnist writing
Thursday that Saudi Arabia's Istanbul consul-general Mohammad al Otaibi could be “the next
execution.”

On Wednesday, it was reported that the consul-general returned to Saudi Arabia on October 16,
before authorities searched his residence as part of their investigations.

READ MORE: Money talks: top US firms to visit Saudi business forum ignoring alleged grizzly
murder of critic

In reports of an unreleased recording documenting Khashoggi's alleged murder and
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dismemberment, Otaibi is believed to have said "do it somewhere else outside or I will be in
trouble," to Khashoggi's interrogators.

He was reportedly told to “shut up if you want to live when you are back in Saudi Arabia.”  
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