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Ormuz Strait in Iran's Sight due to U.S. Sanctions

03/08/2018

Tehran, Aug 3 (Prensa Latina) Iran repeated the possibility of closing the Strait of
Ormuz, waterway moving 20 percent of the world"s oil, in response to the threats
and sanctions of the United States.

'If the tap of oil and petrodollars is opened, they only go to the pocket of those
threatening Iran. It will logically affect the security of the Strait’, stressed the chief
of Iran's Navy, Counteradmiral Hosein Janzadi, quoted by the IRNA News
Agency.

This week, Janzadi launched a similar warning that the ‘unjust sanctions (of the
U.S.) against Iran' can have consequences on the navigation through the
geographic accident separating this nation from Oman.

That point is the sea outlet of the countries with coasts in the Persian gulf, great
producers of oil and gas.

At the beginning of last month, the deputy chief of the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps, general Ismail Kosari, declared that if restricted the Iranian oil
exports, they will not allow the extraction of crude through the Strait of Ormuz.
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In a similar sense spoke Iranian deputy minister of Foreign Relations, Abbas
Araqchi.

Tension in the zone escalated after the decision of U.S. President Donald Trump,
to abandon unilaterally the nuclear pact signed with Tehran three years ago, and
Imposing new sanctions against Iran, actions rejected by the international
community.

Among them, stand out the pressures of Washington on other nations to stop
buying Iranian oil, main export item of this nation.

Recently, during a brief visit to the United Arab Emirates, the U.S. Secretary of
State, Mike Pompeo, threatened with a military response if Iran closes the strait.

'‘We will make sure that maritime routes stay open, this is a long-standing U.S.
policy and we are prepared to keep it', underlined Pompeo in an interview with the
Emirate newspaper The National.
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