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Western Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico on alert for possible tropical storm late this week
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-

DEVELOPMENT

MAY OCCUR

A tropical low could strengthen into the second named storm of the 2018 Atlantic
Basin tropical season late this week.

All eyes will be on the western Caribbean later this week, an area that looks to
have the right conditions for a new tropical system to brew.

"A tropical low is expected to develop north of the Nicaraguan coast around
midweek," said AccuWeather Meteorologist Brett Rossio.

As the week progresses, the system looks to lift northward through the western
Caribbean Sea, and eventually could reach the Gulf of Mexico. Depending on the
exact conditions at the time, this low could become the next tropical depression or
tropical storm in the Atlantic Basin.

"Water temperatures in both the Caribbean and the Gulf are more than sufficient
for tropical development and possible strengthening," added Rossio.

If the system reaches tropical storm strength, it will be given the name Beryl.

However, the atmospheric conditions across the Western Caribbean Sea and the
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Gulf of Mexico this week are not that simple.

Some pockets of wind shear, as well as drier air in the western Gulf of Mexico,
could inhibit any rapid intensification or organization of the system as it moves
northward.
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