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Attorney General Montazeri on Thu. revealed that the mastermind behind the
eruption of protests in the country was a US-Israeli-Saudi think tank that had been
plotting for the rallies since four years ago.

Mohammad Jafar Montazeri, Iran’s Attorney General, revealed the details about a
think tank responsible for the week-long protests in several cities across the
country, saying “the mastermind of the project was an American named Michael
D’Andrea, former Chief of the CIA’s Counter Terrorism Center [current head of
the Agency’s Iran Mission Center], and an operations room composed of three
sides, namely the United States, Zionist regime and Al Saud, was formed for
leading the unrest. The project was funded by Saudi Arabia and mainly planned
by D’Andrea and an intelligence officer affiliated with [Israel’s intelligence
agency] Mossad.”

He went on to add that the think tank conducted years of research and finally
decided on launching campaigns inside Iran under the titles, ‘no to price hikes’,
‘no to paying bills’, and the campaign of the retired and those who lost their
money in bankrupt financial institutes.
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The think tank finally decided on executing the Libyan plan, i.e. moving from the
margins toward the center, he added. …”

Last June, The New York Times ran an article about Michael D’Andrea
called “C.I.A. Names the ‘Dark Prince’ to Run Iran Operations, Signaling a
Tougher Stance”:

“WASHINGTON — He is known as the Dark Prince or Ayatollah Mike, nicknames
he earned as the Central Intelligence Agency officer who oversaw the hunt for
Osama bin Laden and the American drone strike campaign that killed thousands
of Islamist militants and hundreds of civilians.

Now the official, Michael D’Andrea, has a new job. He is running the C.I.A.’s Iran
operations, according to current and former intelligence officials, an appointment
that is the first major sign that the Trump administration is invoking the hard line
the president took against Iran during his campaign.

Mr D’Andrea’s new role is one of a number of moves inside the spy agency that
signal a more muscular approach to covert operations under the leadership of
Mike Pompeo, the conservative Republican and former congressman, the officials
said. The agency also recently named a new chief of counterterrorism, who has
begun pushing for greater latitude to strike militants. …

But he has invoked his hard line on Iran in other ways. Secretary of State Rex W.
Tillerson has described the deal as a failure, and Mr. Trump has appointed to the
National Security Council hawks eager to contain Iran and push regime change,
the groundwork for which would most likely be laid through C.I.A. covert action.”

Asked whether Mr. D’Andrea’s appointment was a sign that the C.I.A. planned to
take up a more aggressive line toward Iran, Mr. Eatinger said, “I don’t think it’s
the wrong read.”  
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