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Mementos, songs and photos were brought out for the occasion to honor the
revolutionary life of Cuban hero Fidel Castro.

Fidel Castro's legacy is an example for the world, Puerto Rican independence
fighter Oscar Lopez Rivera said Wednesday during a tribute ceremony in Cuba for
the Cuban revolutionary leader.

RELATED:  New 'Fidel' Musical Celebrates Cuban Revolution in London

Mementos, songs and photos were brought out for the occasion. The event,
coordinated by the Organization of Solidarity of the Peoples of Asia, Africa and
Latin America, and the Casa del Cultura in Havana.

“I can say this afternoon for me has been a great honor and an experience that I
will take with me for the rest of my life, with the desire that other people around
the world rise and follow the example of the leader in order to achieve a better
world,” Lopez said to the crowd of 140 international guests and media personnel

With the assistance of the Tricontinental Audiovisual Space, Fidel's life became a
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living mobile of photos.

“The whole world must emulate the example that the commander in chief Fidel
Castro Ruz left to us,” Lopez Rivera said.

During his visit to Cuba, the independence activist, who spent nearly four decades
in U.S. prison as a political prisoner, also visited the University of Havana to speak
with students.

“This country has achieved like no other poor country in the development of
human resources and the system of university education has been a pillar,” Lopez
Rivera told the students, adding that Cubans enjoy debt-free education.

Lopez described the strength and wealth of opportunity open to Cuban youth,
saying he planned to leave the congregation of students more confident in their
abilities.

He criticized the host of sanctions targeting the nation by U.S. President Donald
Trump and he denounced the travel and economic bans as a means to
disempower Cuban people.

RELATED:  Oscar Lopez Rivera Tells Young Cubans They are the ‘Future'

“We Puerto Ricans, those of us who love freedom, those of us who believe in
independence, live deeply grateful to the Cuban people, to their government of
Commander in Chief Fidel Castro, and to all those who have been in solidarity
with our struggle,” Lopez Rivera told the students.

“Youth is the future of every people, it is the driving force that has made this
society achieve so many accomplishments. When I look at you, I see the best of
this society,” he added.

The Puerto Rican activist spent two weeks touring Cuba and will bring his visit to a
close after stopping for a short time in Guantanamo Bay.  
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