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A senior Iranian lawmaker deplored the US Congress move to pass a bill to
impose fresh sanctions on Iran, saying it proves Washington’s persistent
animosity toward the Islamic Republic.

“Today, it is no secret to anyone that the Americans are still the Iranian nation’s
number one enemy,” Seyed Hossein Naqavi Hosseini, the rapporteur of the
Iranian parliament’s National Security and Foreign Policy Commission, told
Tasnim.

The fresh embargoes signify that Washington keeps on the path of hostility toward
Iran and applying pressure on the country, he added.

They show that the Americans are not going to pay any attention to international
demands and live up to their commitments under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), Naqavi Hosseini said, referring to a 2015 nuclear deal between
Tehran and six world powers, including the US.

Now that US officials have demonstrated their disregard for the JCPOA, he said,
all related bodies in Iran, including the diplomatic apparatus, should proceed with
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“revolutionary and decisive” measures against Washington’s breaking of laws
and breaches of commitments.

Naqavi Hosseini went on to say that the parliament plans to hold a special session
on Saturday to discuss a motion to counter the United States’ adventurous and
terrorist activities in the region as well as its recent sanctions on the country.

On Thursday, the US Senate voted overwhelmingly to impose new sanctions
against Iran, Russia and North Korea.

The Senate backed the bill by a margin of 98-2.

The legislation will now be sent to President Trump to sign into law or veto.

The Republican-controlled House of Representatives already passed the bill on
Tuesday in a 419-3 vote to impose new sanctions against Iran, Russia and North
Korea.

Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani had on Wednesday vowed that the US
congressional bill on new sanctions against Tehran will receive the necessary
response.

The Islamic Republic of Iran will certainly show a reciprocal reaction to the US
Congress’ new measure, President Rouhani said.

“We… withstand the pressures and sanctions, and will take reciprocal action,” he
stressed. 
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