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  Social movements aim to stop labor reforms passed by the lower chamber and set to be voted on in the senate.

Demonstrations are taking place throughout Brazil Thursday as momentum builds in support of former Brazilian 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva who was sentenced to nine years and six months on charges of corruption and
money laundering by judge Sergio Moro.

RELATED: Sao Paulo Forum, Meeting of Latin America’s Left, Defends Venezuela

Organized by the Popular Front of Brazil, the Worker's Party and a host of unions and other social movements,
Thursday's demonstrations also build off previous demands by the Brazilian people that include the immediate
removal of current president Michel Temer, free democratic elections, and an end to approved labor reforms and
pension reform proposals.

The FBP stated that it wants "to relate the persecution of the ex-president with the agenda of regression in the
labor laws and to reaffirm, against this picture of intense political and institutional crisis, the need for direct elections
for the presidency of the Republic."

According to the FBP, there is no evidence supporting the charges against the former head of state. Following the
decision, Lula's lawyers appealed the court sentence, contesting ten of the deciding factors in the case, while the
Federal Public Ministry filed an appeal against the ruling Monday.

President Vander Freitas of the Central Worker's Union, said, "For the 'Casa Grande', Lula represents the danger
of a popular and workers' government coming back to power to restore democracy, equality, justice and social
inclusion."

"The condemnation of Lula by (Judge Sergio Moro) is a further blow to the already weakened Brazilian democracy
because when justice takes sides, condemns without evidence, acts only for presumption of guilt and a judge
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becomes accusatory, there is something serious happening," said Guiljerme Boulos, the national coordinator of the
Landless Workers' Movement.

RELATED: Brazil: Lower House Committee Rejects Charges Against President Temer

During a televised press conference July 13, the 71-year-old Workers’ Party leader said that his prosecution is
politically motivated and is intended to destroy his group’s reputation ahead of the 2018 elections.

However, despite the trial and his pending sentence, surveys conducted ahead of Brazil’s 2018 presidential
elections puts Lula as the top choice for voters in the country.
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