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A Major League Baseball umpire Monday sued baseball commissioner Rob
Manfred and the league alleging racial discrimination in baseball's promotion and
post-season assignment policies.

Cuban-born Angel Hernandez, 55, states in his suit that he has been passed over
several times for a chance to work the World Series despite high marks on
evaluations. The suit also charges that even though Hernandez was made a
temporary crew chief, it has never been made permanent.

The suit accuses MLB of promoting only one minority umpire to permanent crew
chief in the history of the game (a Hispanic) and that only one non-white umpire
has worked a World Series since 2011.

There are just under 100 umpires currently on the MLB roster; a Cincinnati
Enquirer review of the roster and the photos and biographies attached to it
indicates about 10 are African-American or Hispanic.

"The selection of these less qualified, white individuals over Hernandez was
motivated by racial, national origin and/or ethnic considerations," the lawsuit says.
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The suit comes after Hernandez filed two discrimination charges in June with the
federal Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.

Hernandez, who has been an umpire since 1993, worked a weekend series in
Cincinnati between the Chicago Cubs and the Reds. Efforts to reach him were
unsuccessful late Monday afternoon.
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