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Caracas, March 6 (Prensa Latina) ALBA-TCP member countries agreed to work with the
purpose of strengthening the unity and integration of Latin America and the Caribbean and
establishing conditions to guarantee the economic growth of this Latin American bloc. 

This was proclaimed by Caracas Declaration at the conclusion of the 14th Summit of the
Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of Our America - Peoples' Trade Agreement (ALBA-TCP),
which was held on Sunday at the Miraflores Palace, headquarters of the Government of
Venezuela.

The Alliance is composed of eight countries, with two special guests and three observers. The
full members are Antigua and Barbuda, Bolivia, Cuba, Dominica, Ecuador, Nicaragua, St.
Vincent and the Grenadines, and Venezuela.

Special guests include Suriname and Saint Lucia, while observers include Haiti, Iran, and Syria.

The unity and regional integration of Latin America and the Caribbean is an urgent need in this
complex environment. ALBA-TCP, along with blocs such as MERCOSUR, UNASUR,
CARICOM, and others that regained their leading role in the last decade, should continue to
contribute to regional integration.

'The Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC) is our most precious work. It
is the mechanism to forge unity in diversity through political agreement. The Community has
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had to face the resistance of the defenders of failed Pan-Americanism. We must preserve it,' the
statement stresses.  
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